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From the aforementioned types it is easily possible to choose one which
will give satisfactor}7 service.

Use of Milking Machines

When a milking machine is first introduced on to a farm, a drop in the
keeping-quality of the milk often results and this may, or may not be,
accompanied by the spread of mastitis. There is no reason why this should
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FIG. 99.    The " Gascoignette " Mobile Milking Machine.
happen, and it is necessary to consider the factors which aSect the successful
use of such apparatus. The cow itself is extremely important. Some
animals adapt themselves more readily to the milking machine than do
others, old cows often being difficult to accustom to this operation. Heifers,
being milked for the first time, accept machine milking readily, and it should
not be necessary to leave the machine attached more than three-and-a-half
to four minutes for the operation, while it certainly should not be necessary
to strip by hand. Again it must be emphasised that a strip cup should be
used prior to the attachment of the machine. The machine itself should
receive consideration always bearing in mind that its purpose is to eliminate
hard work and drudgery and to save labour. It has been the opinion of
milk ^producers in the past that machine milking was only suitable for large
herds, but a milking machine may be installed with success when only